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The Honorable Philip D. Murphy
Governor’s Office

125 West State Street

Trenton, NJ 08625

May 19, 2025
Dear Governor Murphy,

We, the undersigned environmental, environmental justice, public health, and community
organizations and businesses write to thank you for your unwavering climate leadership. We
urge you to continue to stay the course on the timely implementation of the Advanced Clean
Cars Il (ACC 1) and Advanced Clean Trucks (ACT) regulations without any delay, especially at a
time when our state authority is under attack in Congress and by the Trump Administration.



The ACC Il and ACT are critical tools that allow the state to protect our communities from the air
pollution emitted from the transportation sector, which at 38%, accounts for the state’s largest
source of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. The standards set sales targets for the gradual
transition to zero-emission vehicles (ZEVs), requiring auto manufacturers, not dealers, to
increase the availability of clean vehicles over time.

Despite engine manufacturers’ coordinated disinformation strategy to sabotage the transition,
the standards remain feasible. In fact, NJDEP data demonstrates that New Jersey has already
nearly met our 2025 requirements under the ACT program with more than 5,400 electric trucks
on the road and more than 500 private truck depot chargers for medium- and heavy-duty
vehicles funded by NJDEP. As part of a multi-state ZEV Program Implementation Task Force
Memorandum of Understanding, New Jersey also joined California, Connecticut, Maine,
Massachusetts, Maryland, New York, Oregon, and Rhode Island in celebrating the achievement
of our collective goal of 3.3 million EV sales by 2025. In addition to existing flexibilities, the
California Air Resources Board is expected to create an ACT pooling requirement that will
improve market delivery. As the standards continue to incentivize automakers to innovate and
manufacture at scale, New Jerseyans benefit from an increase in more abundant, affordable,
and longer-range vehicle options and a growing clean economy.

The standards are set to continue providing the state with climate, health, and economic
benefits.

e Reduce GHG emissions: Transportation remains the state’s largest source of GHG
emissions. The timely implementation of the ACC Il and ACT standards is a key strategy
for achieving our climate goals.

e Protect public health: Fossil-fuel powered vehicles are responsible for toxic air
pollution that harms human health, causing and exacerbating lung diseases, asthma,
and cancer. The_American Lung Association found that 5 New Jersey counties received
failing grades, 4 received a D-grade for ozone pollution, and 12 counties received a
D-grade for particulate pollution. Communities along highway routes, like the New Jersey
Turnpike, Garden State Parkway, and other major transportation hubs are
disproportionately impacted by air pollution.

e Protect consumer choice and save people money: Section 177 states see more EV
variety and availability than their counterparts. Any delay to ACC Il and ACT will cause
New Jerseyans to have less access to the EV models that can help them save money on
fuel and maintenance, and the market for used EVs will not grow as quickly.

e Drive investments in a growing sector: The standards send critical market signals that
will continue driving ZEV momentum. Investments in the ZEV sector create good,
cleantech jobs. Clean vehicle jobs increased by nearly 60% over three years across the
country, with electric vehicles in the lead. In 2024, the clean vehicles sector accounted
for more than 6,300 jobs in New Jersey and clean energy employment will only continue
to grow.



https://dep.nj.gov/wp-content/uploads/drivegreen/pdf/mhd-roadmap.pdf
https://www.nrdc.org/bio/guillermo-ortiz/truck-makers-are-manufacturing-false-crisis
https://www.nescaum.org/documents/NESCAUM_Report_ZEV_MOU_FINAL_03102025.pdf
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/new-jersey
https://www.northjersey.com/story/opinion/2023/05/17/nj-clean-car-policy-can-impact-diverse-communities/70208941007/
https://cleanjobsamerica.e2.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/E2-2024-Clean-Jobs-America-Report_September-17-2024.pdf

At a time when automakers, fossil fuel companies and the Trump Administration are waging a
national campaign against life-saving clean vehicle standards and state authority, both federally
and within states, it is more important now than ever that New Jersey continues to hold the line.

We implore you to protect your legacy as a climate leader and reject any attempts to delay and
undermine the ACT and ACC Il standards. If our state gives in to Big Oil’s tactics and
preemptively strikes down these critical regulations, we will signal to the Trump Administration
and Congress that our state is prepared to relinquish our state authority under the Clean Air Act
to ever again regulate pollution from mobile sources. New Jersey can resist these hostile
efforts to curtail state’s rights by simply staying the course on the ACC Il and ACT

standards.

Respecitfully,

Doug O’Malley
Director
Environment New Jersey

Casandia Bellevue
Senior Associate Attorney
Earthjustice

Richard Lawton

Executive Director

New Jersey Sustainable Business
Council

Ed Potosnak
Executive Director
New Jersey LCV

Jagi Cohen
Director of Climate and Equity Policy
Tri-State Transportation Campaign

Winn Khuong
Executive Director
Action Together New Jersey

Elowyn Corby
Mid-Atlantic Regional Director
Vote Solar

Cynthia Korman
Owner
Strategic System Solutions

Joan Bartl & Walt McRee
Directors
Banking on New Jersey

Rachel Dawn Davis
Public Policy & Justice Organizer
Waterspirit

Rev. Charles Loflin
Executive Director
UU FaithAction NJ

Kelli Koontz-Wilson
Coordinator
Coalition for Healthy Ports, New Jersey

Jennifer S. Higgins

President

American Federation of Teachers New
Jersey



Melissa Miles

Executive Director

New Jersey Environmental Justice
Alliance

Dan Quinlan & Felicia Taylor
Co-Leads
Clinicians for Climate Action NJ (CCANJ)

Peter Kasabach
Executive Director
New Jersey Future

Athena Motavvef
Senior Washington Representative
Union of Concerned Scientists

Susan Dorward
Principal
Carbon Manager LLC

Justin Balik
VP, States
Evergreen Action

Kathy Harris
Director, Clean Vehicles
Natural Resources Defense Council

Drew Tompkins
Director
Jersey Renews Coalition

Deb Coyle
Executive Director
New Jersey Work Environment Council

Tolani Taylor
Zero Emissions/Warehouse Organizer
Clean Water Action

Hazel Applewhite
Chief Executive Officer
Ironbound Community Corporation

Nicole Rodriguez
President
New Jersey Policy Perspective

Anjuli Ramos-Busot
Director
New Jersey Sierra Club



