
	  

NJEJA Sandy Climate Justice Roundtables 
FAC T SHEET  

 
Ø The Sandy Climate Justice Roundtables brought together residents of 

environmental justice (EJ) communities in New Jersey, i.e. communities of 
color and low-income communities, as well as representatives of groups that 
work with them, to discuss climate change adaptation from an EJ 
perspective. 

 
Ø In the fall of 2013 and spring of 2014, NJEJA organized the roundtables 

and produced a set of recommendations and findings that would protect, 
and help EJ communities recover, from the detrimental impacts of 
Superstorms like Sandy and climate change in general.   

 
Ø The Roundtables produced three priority recommendations: 

o Creation and implementation of community level emergency and 
climate adaptation plans should be a collaborative process. 

o Climate change and climate justice curriculum should be developed 
for New Jersey schools. 

o Mitigation and adaptation strategies should be developed to increase 
the use of energy efficiency and renewable energy, especially in 
urban areas. 

The full set of recommendations, a description of the Roundtables, and a 
set of findings my be found on the website of the Rutgers University New 
Jersey Climate Adaptation Alliance and on the NJEJA website. 

 
Ø We propose to conduct Roundtables in the cities of Newark, Trenton, and 

Long Branch during the Fall of 2015 as part of NJEJA’s Kresge  resiliency 
work in order to gain additional endorsements for the recommendations 
and to recruit new thought leaders on climate resiliency.  

 
Ø NJEJA has played a prominent role on both a state and national level in 

helping the EJ community develop positions on climate change mitigation 
policy, especially on carbon-trading and EPA’s Clean Power Plan.  
 

Ø Future Roundtable meetings will discuss state and national policy so that 
New Jersey EJ communities are substantively prepared to participate in the 
development of the state implementation plans mandated by EPA’s Clean 
Power Plan and in discussions on the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 
and the Global Warming Response Act. 


